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JANUARY 6 – JANUARY 13, 2019
OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH
4133 Calkins Road, Flint, MI 48532
Office Hours
Monday thru Friday
10 AM—3 PM

Clergy
Pastor: Fr. Pierre Bassil
Deacon: Martin Rachid
Deacon: Joseph Pavlovich
Subdeacon: Earl Matte
Parish Leaders
Parish Council
Scott Shaheen

The Gospels speak of his baptism in the Jordan River as the first event of Jesus’ adult life.
In fact, both Mark and John begin their historical treatment of Jesus’ life with the events
surrounding the Baptism. (Only Matthew and Luke tell us about the Birth and Infancy of
Jesus. Luke adds the theological account of the Finding in the Temple and moves from
Jesus at 12 years old to his adult baptism. There is no need to ask what happened to Jesus
between twelve and thirty; Luke just says that Jesus lived obediently in Nazareth.) The
importance of the Baptism story, from a Gospel standpoint, is that Jesus is revealed as
Messiah and divine Son of God (also a new phase in his ministry) and sent by the Spirit to
the desert to ponder in depth his mission in the Plan of the Father. For the East, the
Baptism of Jesus, with its voice from the Father in Heaven and the appearance of the Holy
Spirit “like a dove,” is a “theophany,” or revelation of the divinity of Jesus. (The Western
emphasis at Epiphany on the visit of the Magi to the stable to worship the same divine
Child serves the same purpose—Christ is the “Light to the Nations” Is 42:6b].) As an
analogy in the life of the Christian, our baptism elevates us to a new relationship with the
Trinity and to the Church. Our Chrismation gives us a deeper share in the Gifts of the Holy
Spirit and propels us on our missionary goal of living and sharing new life in the Spirit. This
might be termed our “Chrismational” calling.
The Liturgical Year: Denho, the Season of Epiphany
The Eastern Churches in general begin the post-Christmas Season of Epiphany with the
commemoration of the Baptism of the Lord in the Jordan River (6 January). (The West
celebrates the Baptism slightly later.) At one time this feast was not separate from
Christmas but became distinct when the Church began to celebrate the Birth of the
Messiah on 25 December. The Maronite Church values the Epiphany Gospel truth so
much that a whole liturgical season is built around it. It is a time when the Maronite
Church takes between two to six Sundays (depending on how early or late Lent begins) to
reflect upon the consequences of Initiation for the Christian. Both feast and season are
important from the point of view of the catechumenate as well. The tradition of some of
the Syriac Churches sees the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord as the proper day of
reception of catechumens and of candidates.

For our
Sick and
Homebound

Ceal Abdella
Helen Burgess
Marie Daher
Violet Deibis
Regina Dunnavant
Diane Dunsmore
Ronnie Eckmayer
Elizabeth Fanderl

Christopher Fredenburg
Najeeb Gappy
Najib Jouri
Tony Mansour
Muhsen Mansour
James McLeod II
Patti Pollack
Selerena De Leon

John Rachid
Eva Saseen
Elsie Shaheen
Yvonne Weissert
Ed Young
Halim Zerka
Shirley Zerka

We now have a NEW OLOL webpage-www.ololmi.org
As well as our Facebook page, “Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Catholic Church”

Music Director
Dee Gardner
Organist
Sam Goldman
Religious Education
Joseph Pavlovich
Altar Society
Cindy Shaheen
Morningstar Society
Anthony Marshall
Parish Staff
Secretary: Dawn Davis
Custodian: Juan Hernandez
Caterer: Charity & Garett
Wagner: 810.867.4048

Mass Schedule
Mon–Wed
9 AM
Friday
Noon
Saturday
5 PM
Sunday
10 AM
Adoration and Rosary
Friday
11 AM
Confessions
½ hour before Liturgy on
Saturday and Sunday
or by appointment.
Website
www.ololmi.org
Email
Olol-flint@sbcglobal.net
Phone: 810.733.1259
Fax: 810.732.2760

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, JANUARY 5: 5 PM LITURGY
(THE GLORIOUS EPIPHANY)
Int: Parishioners, Friends and Benefactors of Our Lady of Lebanon

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6: 10 AM LITURGY
Int: Parishioners, Friends and Benefactors of Our Lady of Lebanon
Rep: Pat Haley by Pat Pollack
Tit: 2: 11-3:7

Luke 3: 15-22 (A) Aida Hayek (E) Sophie Klanseck

MONDAY, JANUARY 7: NO LITURGY
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8: NO LITURGY
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9: NO LITURGY
THURSDAY, JANUARY 10: NO LITURGY
FRIDAY, JANUARY 11: NO LITURGY
SATURDAY, JANUARY 12: 5 PM LITURGY
ST

(1 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHNAY)
Rep: John J. Abdella 8th Anniversary by Abdella Family

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13: 10 AM LITURGY
Rep: Mary Horrigan by Knight Family
Rep: Gerald Knight 16th Anniversary by Knight Family
Rep: Pat Haley by Knight Family
2 COR: 10: 1-11 John 1: 29-34 (A) Elias Chammas (E) Anthony Chammas

THANK YOU FROM ABOUNA
Let me extend my warmest thanks to all of you who have
done so much throughout this past year to help serve your
parish community. It is only with the love and support you
have for your faith and parish community, that we can
continue to thrive.
May the Lord God bless you and reward you kindly for your
love, hard work and dedication to your parish family.
Many Blessings for a Happy New Year!

FROM ABOUNA: Let me extend my warmest
thanks to all of you who have done so much to wish
me a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Thank
You for your kind wishes and prayerful thoughts, as
well as for the Christmas cards and gifts that you have
bestowed on us this season. May the Lord God Bless
you always.

We would like to offer congratulations to Alexander
Scott and Julian Grace Eason on their First
Communion. They received this sacrament on
December 28th. May God continue to bless them as
well as their parents, Scott and Danielle Eason, on
many more years in their faithful journey with the
Lord.

“May you always know the peace of Jesus, the light of
His love, and the joy of His life within you.”
Wonderful Hafli!

BIG THANK YOU for

Sawsan Kalo, Aida Hayek & Manal Dabish to all who
prepared for and participated or donated items (Gifts
or Sweets) to our New Year’s celebration. We
especially appreciate the beautiful decorations and
delicious food and all the workers who helped make
this a wonderful greeting of 2019. Have a Blessed New
Year!

Sunday of the Faithful Departed: With the approach
Our Sympathy & Condolences:
We offer our heartfelt condolences to Mrs. Dawn Davis &
her family on the loss of her Father William Kumpon, who
passed away on December 28, at the age of 81. May his Soul
rest in peace. May our love and prayers bring comfort to the
family.

of the Sunday of the Faithful Departed, we would like
to invite all our pioneer families to a special Mass for
our deceased loved ones on February 24th. If you can
provide a small picture of your loved ones to Dawn in
the office by January29th we will then display these
photos. Please also include the names and birth/death
dates with these photos to remember their dedication
to our parish.

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort. 2 Cor 1:3

Please Note: Father is away on Retreat this week, January 711, 2019. please keep him in your prayers; he will be praying
for you.
There will be no weekday Masses.

HOUSE BLESSING
It is tradition to have Father bless our homes during the
Season of Epiphany. Please schedule your House Blessing
by signing the sheet in the narthex or call the church
office.

Our Patriarch Mar Bechara Peter Rai will visit St Sharbel
Maronite Church, in Clinton Township, MI on January 22,
2019. The Mass will be at 6:00 PM, Reception following in
St. Sharbel Banquet Hall.
First Class relics of ST. Sharbel Will be Present for
veneration.

GIVING: The Catholic Charities food drive is an
ongoing opportunity for households to share monthly
with those less fortunate. There is a collection box
near the church entrance.

The Baptism of Jesus
The 2019 MYO Regional Retreat will take place Friday,
February 15 thru Sunday, February 17, 2019, at St.
Sharbel Church in Clinton Twp., MI. The retreat will begin
Friday evening with registration at 5:00 p.m. Conclusion of
the retreat will be Sunday morning after Divine
Liturgy. The cost for the retreat is $185 per person, which
includes accommodations, food, and any planned
activities. Registration forms and payment must be
turned in to the church office by Sunday, January 6th. The
registration form and more details can be found
here: MYO Regional Retreat 2019 Registration

ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE:
Cleaning out your house or garage? Any gently used &
unwanted items, please consider donating for our rummage
sale. Women’s and baby clothing (up to 5 years of age in size).
If you have any questions, please contact the office. Thank
you for your support!

Daycare During Mass:
We will offer daycare for your children on Sunday’s during
the mass for anyone interested in enjoying the spiritual
enrichment of the mass without having to worry about
your children having to leave during the service. Just
bring them to the classrooms before mass and they will
have activities to keep them busy.

PARISHIONERS
INFORMATION
It’s important that we keep our information up-to-date,
with home addresses and email addresses. We want to
make sure no one gets left out of all the wonderful
happenings at Our Lady of Lebanon. Please submit any
updates or changes to the office. Thank you!
USHERS
Elias, Erik, Najib, Web
CHURCH CLEANING
Freda Hearsch

Stewardship
Weekend of December 30th Weekly Envelopes
Distributed
Received
Collection
S Total Sunday Collection
Candles: $39.00
Donuts
Budget for December
Amount needed for December

150
30
$1147.00
$1147.00
$9.00
$16,000.00
$3478.00

The Epiphany is one of the earliest feasts of the
Eastern Church. In the Maronite Church, the Epiphany
marks the Baptism of Our Lord and the descent of the
Holy Spirit upon Him. At midnight, on the night before
the Epiphany, Maronite tradition has it that Jesus will
pass over and bless the homes. At the moment Christ
passes, all creation bows down to Him except for the
cursed fig tree and the proud mulberry tree. We greet
each other with the term “Deyim Deyim” which means
“Everlasting Everlasting” and signifies that the
Everlasting never forgets to visit. Dough is kneaded
and left out to create the yeast starter that will be
used for the rest of the year. Windows, doors and the
grain houses are left open so that they can be blessed
and protect the homeowner from poverty. We attend
Mass and take with us bottles of water to be blessed
and used in the house for the rest of the year. This
feast usually falls in the holiday period and for children
the following activities can bring a sense of awe and
wonder which remain with them for life.

Church Donation Envelopes
We have received the weekly envelope boxes for 2019.
We ask you to take them and use them and try to be
good stewards offering your Time, Talent, and Treasure
to the Church.
Using Your Envelopes:
Everyone is encouraged to use the envelope system. If
you don’t wish to put your gift in every weekend, you
may do it monthly or quarterly. Please remember that
you have a moral obligation to support your church.
Even with some of the kind donations that we get from
some very generous people, we still need your support
and it is your duty to give in gratitude to God.
He will reward you many more times!
If you have not been able to find a box with your
name, Please let the office know.
Kroger Community Rewards Program: We would like to
encourage more to use this program, it helps out the
community, the last quarter earned $22.93. The form with the
number and instructions is on the table in the lobby. Thank
you and God Bless!
January 6: Epiphany of Our Lord
January 17: Feast of St. Anthony the Great
February 9: Feast of St. Maron
February 24: Sunday of the Faithful Departed

SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT OUR PARISH!

Hold your next event at

Our Lady of Lebanon Reception Hall
Call 810-733-1259 for information

PARAMOUNT BAKING
CO.INC.
29790 Little Mack
Roseville, MI 48066
Joseph Hanna, President
(313) 690-4844
jmphanna@aol.com

Do you know someone who might consider advertising a business or service at
very a reasonable price? If you know of anyone please ask them to contact
olol-flint@sbcglobal.net or have them contact the office at (8100733-1259
This would be a great help to OLOL

