FEBRUARY 3 – FEBRUARY 10, 2019
OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH
4133 Calkins Road, Flint, MI 48532

Office Hours
Monday thru Friday
10 AM—3 PM

Clergy
Pastor: Fr. Pierre Bassil
Deacon: Martin Rachid
Deacon: Joseph Pavlovich
Subdeacon: Earl Matte
Parish Leaders
Parish Council
Scott Shaheen
Music Director
Dee Gardner
Organist
Sam Goldman

The Samaritan woman at the well harks back to other women at the well from the Old
Testament. The Old Testament encounters result in a marriage. Rebecca the wife of Isaac,
Rachel the wife of Jacob and Zipporah the wife of Moses. This is a parallel in which Christ finds
his bride, the Church, at the well which symbolize the waters of Baptism. The unnamed
Samaritan women is the Church which is to become the Bride of Christ.
Prior to meeting Christ, the Samaritan woman, the bride, is a “heretic” and a “foreigner” who
mingled with pagans and other foreigners. The Israelites were forbidden from marrying and
mingling with foreign women as they were associated with these pagans who worshipped other
Gods. In Proverbs 5, King Solomon warns about “loose” or “strange” woman at a well.
The reader and listener of John would have been familiar about warning about loose women
and not drinking from the well.
3 For the lips of a loose (strange) woman drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil;
4 but in the end, she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword.
5 Her feet go down to death; her steps follow the path to Sheol.
6 She does not keep straight to the path of life; her ways wander, and she does not know it.
The Samaritan is the strange woman of Proverbs 5, she is a combination of a strange and a
loose woman. She is a foreigner who does not expect a Jew to talk to her. She has had five
husbands and is living with a man she has not married. Christ is doing exactly what the Proverb
warned not to do and instead is offering the Samaritan women of his own living water.
Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of
the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them
a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’
(con’t on pg. 3)
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We now have a NEW OLOL webpage-www.ololmi.org
As well as our Facebook page, “Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Catholic Church”

Religious Education
Joseph Pavlovich
Altar Society
Cindy Shaheen
Morningstar Society
Anthony Marshall
Parish Staff
Secretary: Dawn Davis
Custodian: Juan Hernandez
Caterer: Charity & Garett
Wagner: 810.867.4048

Mass Schedule
Mon–Wed
9 AM
Friday
Noon
Saturday
5 PM
Sunday
10 AM
Adoration and Rosary
Friday
11 AM
Confessions
½ hour before Liturgy on
Saturday and Sunday
or by appointment.
Website
www.ololmi.org
Email
Olol-flint@sbcglobal.net
Phone: 810.733.1259
Fax: 810.732.2760

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2: 5 PM LITURGY
(4th SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHNAY)
Rep: William Kumpon by OLOL Community

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3: 10 AM LITURGY
Rep: Florence Shukralla Sileman 40 Day by Aziz & Diane Massad
Romans 7:1-6 John 4:5-7,9-26

(A) Aida Hayek (E) Earl Matte

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4: 9AM LITURGY
TUESDAY, FEBRAURY 5: 9AM LITURGY
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6: 9AM LITURGY
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7: NO LITURGY
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8:11AM-12PM BENEDICTION-LITURGY
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9: 5 PM LITURGY
(Commemoration of the Priests)
Rep: Pat Haley by Mansour & Elsie Shaheen
Rep: Ed Young by Deacon Joe & Lily Pavlovich

SUNDAY, FEBRAURY 10: 10 AM LITURGY
Rep: John & Jeanne Shaheen by their daughters
Int: Ken Hoover & His Children by Tom Schneider
1 Tim 4:6-16

Luke 12:42-48 (A) Elias Chammas (E) Mary Matte

Our Prayers and Condolences

Using Your Envelopes:
Everyone is encouraged to use the envelope system.
If you don’t wish to put your gift in every weekend,
you may do it monthly or quarterly. Please
remember that you have a moral obligation to
support your church. Even with some of the kind
donations that we get from some very generous
people, we still need your support and it is your duty
to give in gratitude to God.
He will reward you many more times!
If you have not been able to find a box with your
name, please let the office know.

NAM’s Mid-West Regional Convention
Hosted by St. Anthony of Padua, Cincinnati, Ohio
March 8-10, 2019
Retreat Master: Fr. Dennis McManus
Hyatt Regency Cincinnati for reservations: (800) 233-1234
Group rate $ 139.00 valid until: February 15, 2019
Group Code: NAM Regional or call: NAM; (914) 964-3070

We would like to express our sincerest sympathies to Mrs.
Catherine Young and her family on the loss of her husband
Edward, who passed away in Flint, Michigan on Thursday,
January 24, 2019.
May God bring you comfort during this time of loss.
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” Psalm 23:8

HOUSE BLESSING
It is tradition to have Father bless our homes during the
Season of Epiphany. Please schedule your House Blessing
by signing the sheet in the narthex or call the church
office.

Sunday of the Faithful Departed: With the approach of
the Sunday of the Faithful Departed, we would like to invite all
our pioneer families to a special Mass for our deceased loved
ones on February 24th. If you can provide a small picture of
your loved ones to Dawn in the office by February 17th , we will
then display these photos. Please also include the names and
birth/death dates with these photos to remember their
dedication to our parish.

OLD BLESSED PALM OR OLIVE BRANCHES
Before Lent, we will be collecting all of the palms and
Olives branches to burn for ashes. Please put them in the
back of the narthex.

ST. MARON’S DAY: Please note that on Saturday
March 2, 2019 is the Feast of St. Maron. There will be
Pontifical liturgy at 6 PM followed immediately by a
Family-Style Dinner organized by the members of the
Parish Council in the Reception Hall. Donation for
tickets will be $20 for adults, $10 for children 6-10,
and children 5 and under are free. We encourage
and urge you to join us and bring some friends along.

2018 Financial Statement
We recently placed the Confidential Financial
Statements for 2018 in the Narthex. This statement
reflects your weekly envelope contributions and other
donations. For any additional contributions or gifts,
please call the office and we will be happy to provide
you with an additional letter. Also, please note, if
there are any mistakes in these statements, we
kindly ask that you let us know so we can make any
necessary corrections and return it to you as soon as
possible. Feel free to call the parish office and inform
Father Pierre. Thank you for your generosity toward
your church.

(con’t from pg. 1) It is here that we recognize why this Gospel

2019
We need your help to organize the 2019 Festival! Our
festival has made its mark in the area over the past five years,
but we need more LEADERS to bring it to a new level. A
meeting will be coming soon, watch the bulletin for the date
and time.
Please find a way to help. If you have any questions, ideas,
or can help in any way, contact Jason Klanseck at the
following: Jason@Klanseck.com or 810.287.9228.

Food for the Soul : "Our holy mother, the Church, holds
and teaches that God, the first principle and last end of all
things, can be known with certainty from the created world
by the natural light of human reason."11 Without this
capacity, man would not be able to welcome God's revelation.
Man has this capacity because he is created "in the image of
God".12

GIVING STATEMENTS
Your giving statements are in the Narthex.
Be sure to pick yours up!
ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE:
Cleaning out your house or garage? Any gently used but
clean & unwanted items (Furniture, Appliances etc..),
please consider donating for our rummage sale.
Women’s and baby clothing (up to 5 years of age in
size). If you have any questions, please contact the
office. Thank you for your support!
USHERS
Elias, Erik, Najib, Web
CHURCH CLEANING
Cindy Shaheen

Stewardship
Weekend of January 13th Weekly Envelopes
Distributed
150
Received
33
Collection
$869.00
Patriarchal Charities
$ 72.00
S Total Sunday Collection
$941.00
Candles: $35.00
Donuts
$13.00
Budget for January
$16,000.00
Amount needed for January
$11,649.00

is placed in one of the Sunday’s of Epiphany. Christ is the
only one who can “marry the foreign woman” without being
ensnared by her as warned by the Proverb. Instead Christ
will lead her, his Church to salvation.
The well has become the baptismal font, the water of the well
of the Samaritan women which once symbolized death, has
now become, as we are reminded by the liturgy, “sanctified”
by Christ.
Modern translations of the Gospel state that the encounter
occurred at noon. Older translations state it occurred at the
“sixth hour”. They are the same time as noon is the modern
way of counting the day from midnight and midday rather
than from the setting and rising of the sun. The Samaritan
women is also with her “sixth” man. Christ has come as her
seventh and what will be here final husband, her Sabbath,
her rest. The sixth day is also Great Friday, the day of
redemption through the death of Christ. This powerful image
shows the paradox of the story of salvation. The sixth hour
(noon) is the sun is the highest in the sky. While the women
being onto her sixth man is at its lowest. Christ has come to
his Church to raise it to its highest.
Jacob of Serugh, one of the Syriac Church Fathers, in his
Homily on the Samaritan women, presents her as an
intellectual. She is well read in scripture, intelligent and
logical in her reasoning and the one who recognized the
coming of the Messiah. She runs to proclaim the good news
to her city and she preaches the good news with zeal. All this
is symbolic of Christ’s bride the Church.
Jacob’s homily ends with a warning to us and with the
Samaritan women being rebuked by the other Samaritan’s:
“Be quiet, O Woman,” they said to the one full of blessings,
“let us hear the teaching of life.
Thenceforth, O Woman, not from your word do we know Him,
For we have learned from the signs and wonders He has
done.”
The blind who see despise the one who does not love Him,
The deaf who hear find fault with the one who does not
worship Him.”
This appears a timely warning to us as the Church. While the
women went out to proclaim good news to the others who did
not know Christ, those within it were condemning them. We
all have a responsibility, like Christ, to love those who do not
love Him (or us) and not to simply find fault in those who do
not worship him. We are called to share with them the
witness of Christ. We are not called to condemn, the divorced
women, the adulteress or the sinner. We are called to
welcome them and like Christ with reason, intelligence and
dignity proclaim to them the love of Christ who has sanctified
the living waters for all our sakes.

February 9: Feast of St. Maron
February 24: Sunday of the Faithful Departed
March 3: Entrance into Lent
March 10: Daylight Savings

SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT OUR PARISH!

Hold your next event at

Our Lady of Lebanon Reception Hall
Call 810-733-1259 for information

PARAMOUNT BAKING CO.INC.
29790 Little Mack
Roseville, MI 48066
Joseph Hanna, President
(313) 690-4844
jmphanna@aol.com

Do you know someone who might consider advertising a business or service at
very a reasonable price? If you know of anyone please ask them to contact
olol-flint@sbcglobal.net or have them contact the office at (8100733-1259
This would be a great help to OLOL

